10.- Argentina 4 – South Korea 1

Ask your students to read and mainly enjoy this extremely nice article about Higuaín, Thursday´s match and Maradona.
The least heralded member of Argentina's strike force scored the first hat-trick of the 2010 World Cup today. Gonzalo Higuaín, born in France 22 years ago, once thought seriously of opting to play for the country of his birth. In the end, however, he decided to stick with the land of his father and in Argentina's second match of the tournament, against a disappointing South Korea, he became the first representative of the Albiceleste to score three goals in a single match in the finals of the competition since Gabriel Batistuta's similar success against Jamaica in a group match in the Parc des Princes in 1998.

His father, Jorge Higuaín, was a defender for Boca Juniors, River Plate and Stade Brestois and was known as El Pipa – The Pipe – for the size and shape of his nose. Gonzalo, similarly endowed, is known as El Pipita, the Little Pipe. After making his mark with River Plate he moved to Real Madrid for €13m at the age of 19 but, despite winning a championship under Fabio Capello in his first year, it was not until the most recent campaign that he established his place. A season's haul of 27 goals put him second in La Liga's pichichi table to the 34 of Barcelona's Lionel Messi, who could not score himself today but played a part in all three of Higuaín's goals.

Argentinian hat-tricks are not a frequent occurrence in the World Cup finals. Batistuta notched an earlier one against Greece in 1994 but before that it is necessary to search back to the very first tournament, in 1930, when a 25-year-old Huracán forward named Guillermo Stábile made his international debut in Argentina's second match and scored half of his side's goals in a 6-3 defeat of Mexico in Montevideo. Argentina lost the final to the hosts but Stábile became the World Cup's first top scorer with eight in five games before going on to coach the national team with great success between 1939 and 1960.

Diego Armando Maradona, Stábile's latest successor as head coach, looked on with great satisfaction today as his side, having endured a wobbly period in the second half, finally achieved the margin of superiority over South Korea that their play deserved. On another freezing day under a cloudless Johannesburg sky Maradona had replaced Juan Sebastián Verón, nursing a calf injury, with Maxi Rodríguez, reverting to a straightforward 4-3-3 with Messi, Higuaín and Carlos Tevez interchanging across the front line.
Activity 1
Find the right meaning for words in A and match them with words in B

A                                       B
1.-Least heralded                a.-   stay with

2.-Hat trick                         b.-  not publicly proclaimed as excellent  
3.-Opting                           c.-  only one
4.-Stick with                      d.-  with the same physical characteristic
5.-Disappointing                 e.-  an amount gained in a period
6.-Single                            f.-  not firm-not steady
7.-Similarly endowed          g.-  3 or more goals scored in a game by a single player.
8.-Season´s haul                h.-  achieved- scored
9.-Notched                         i.-  choosing
10.-Wobbly                         j.-  failing to do what was expected
Effective set pieces are becoming the unexpected hallmark of Maradona's Argentina and, having enjoyed untroubled possession in the early stages against curiously tepid and unadventurous opposition, they took the lead in the 16th minute after Angel Di María had been fouled by Oh Beom-seok on the left, level with the edge of the South Korean penalty area. Messi took the kick, which brushed off the head of Martín Demichelis and struck the right leg of the unsighted Park Chu-young just below the knee, skimming into the net past the helpless Jung Sung-ryung.

Sixteen minutes later another foul in the left corner – this time on Tevez, by the combination of Kim Jung-woo and Oh – led to the second goal. Rodríguez tapped the ball to Messi and looped round to take the return before clipping in a diagonal cross that Nicolás Burdisso, a 23rd-minute replacement for Walter Samuel, glanced on to Higuaín, who headed in at the far post.

The South Americans' virtually unbroken dominance was rudely interrupted, however, in first-half stoppage time, when Lee Chung-yong stole in to rob the dilatory Demichelis on the edge of the area and flipped the ball neatly over Sergio Romero. After the interval the South Koreans' confidence grew along with their sense of adventure and Yeom Ki-hun, put through by Lee Chung-yong's fine pass, should have equalised just before the hour. With Argentina's defence under sustained pressure, Jonás Gutiérrez picked up a yellow card that will cost him an appearance in the final group match, against Greece.

In the 75th minute, however, Maradona replaced the excellent Tevez with Sergio Agüero and a minute later watched his son-in-law send Messi on a jinking run that led to a first scoring attempt rebounding from Jung's left foot. Messi's follow-up shot deflected off the near post to Higuaín, who tapped in with ease. With 10 minutes to go Messi fed Agüero, who lifted the ball across the goalmouth to allow Higuaín to complete his afternoon's work with the simplest of far-post headers and bring Argentina to the brink of qualification for the round of 16.

A beaming Maradona embraced his players with such gusto that a journalist later asked him if love could bring Argentina the World Cup. "I am dating Veronica," he responded. "She is 31, blonde and beautiful." Then he apologised for his remarks yesterday about Michel Platini, saying that the president of Uefa had written him a letter explaining that his recent remarks about Maradona's coaching qualifications had been misinterpreted. Life is not going to be dull as long as this lot are around, and they seem increasingly likely to be here for the duration.

Activity 2:

Group Work: 
Using the Dictionary, find the meaning of the underlined words as used in the article. If you know the words in Spanish for football terms, use your language!
