At the Computer

Visit this PBS site with the class and marvel at the adventure

http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/exp_shocking.html

"From a simple glass rod to an invention that still today saves lives, explore some of Franklin's electrifying discoveries and test your knowledge of electricity." This fabulous multimedia activity from PBS demonstrates three of Franklin's experiments, including recreating his kite experiment. Choose material for the key, various parts of the kite string, and then pick your weather conditions, and watch what happens.



 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/images/shocking_hr.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/images/shocking_introtxt.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
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 HYPERLINK "javascript:openCenteredWindow('shocking/index.html','shocking','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no','708','350')" 

     BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/l3_citizen_networker.html" 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/l3_citizen_firefighter.html" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/l3_citizen_founding.html" 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/images/cit_photo2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/l3_citizen_abolitionist.html" 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/l3_citizen_insurance.html" 
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/images/cit_photo4.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
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Ben Franklin believed that people volunteering together in a spirit of cooperation could accomplish great things. Driven by a strong sense of civic duty, he involved himself in his community and his nation. Always mindful of the “greater good,” Franklin helped establish or improve institutions such as circulating libraries, public hospitals, mutual insurance companies, volunteer fire departments, agricultural colleges, and intellectual societies.

A role model still today, Ben Franklin helped define “good citizenship.”
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Activity:  Ask the class to find information about this fantastic personality. Ask them to make a poster with his main activities, creations and ideas.

