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Winter Book Display   
Creatively Displaying Student Work

Nifty Projects to Turn School Work Into Family Treasures 
Enthusiasm invariably improves when hands on activities are used; however, for students to master reading, writing and math skills, instructional focus on these skills needs to be maintained. Hands on activities must be carefully selected if they are to increase students' attention on academics rather than provide a motivating diversion from them. For that reason, we have listed below a variety of ideas for projects designed to help students use their creativity to display their academic work. 

1. Tunnel Books   (SAMPLES AT THE END)
Tunnel books look like a series of cardboard sheets which stand parallel to one another and are viewed from one end. [image: image19.png]



Openings are cut in all but the last sheet so that the viewer looks through the layers while seeing parts of them. Writing in the tunnel books is probably best if large and brief. 
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2. Stand Up Books   ( S A T E)
These books are similar to the old fashioned, stand up greeting cards which are regaining popularity. This method also requires a short piece of writing. 

3. Pop up Books                 
The popular method of folding and cutting so that opening pages causes part of the page to move or poke out in an unexpected manner might be an interesting way to reinforce a concept. 
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4. Accordion Books                   
Accordion books and expandable cards are one of the simpler of these projects. A long stiff paper is carefully folded in accordion style with the front and back pages covered and decorated. A ribbon or string is wrapped around it or tied on both sides to hold the cover closed. 

5. Bound books
Students might enjoy binding their papers together as a book. They can use a simplified craft approach ( see Arts & Crafts) or the more complicated method used in libraries to preserve old treasures. 
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6. Work on Objects (S A T E)
An object related to the ideas in the writing becomes a backdrop for the paper. Another approach is to write directly on the object as shown in some new book structures. 
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7. Tee Shirts        
Computer generated decals containing student writing may be ironed on wearing apparel. 

8. Tabbed Books                           
Many students rarely see tabbed books and may enjoy the idea of indexing their work. 

9. Three Dimensional and Activated Pages   (S A T E)
Artistic students may enjoy the challenge of making active pages inspired by those found at this site. Holes are cut in each page so that multidimensional images are formed with pages below. 

10. Miniature Books                       [image: image2.jpg]-




Tiny books with pages measuring around 2 1/2" square may capture the fancy of some, especially when students see the prices of the little masterpieces. Be sure to check enlarged photos showing the details of unusual constructions. 
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11. Origami                     

	
	


Printouts of student writing could be glued to large, simple origami structures which reflect the theme of the piece. The origami shape may be made with paper or treated fabric[/link]. To see origamy designs on the Internet, start with Eric's page. 

12. Banners and Large Posters
Perhaps having some of the appeal of graffiti, banners and giant poster displays may interest some of your students. 

14. Mobiles
Students could display separate paragraphs of a piece and relat the levels and/or motion of the mobile to concepts within the piece. The diagram for a Solar System Mobile may be helpful for students making their first mobile. 

15. Collage
The students writing could be glued to a poster along with pictures and three dimensional objects. 

WORKSHEET FOR THE STUDENTS
_________________________________

Name______________________
Creatively Displaying Your Work
Have you ever felt a little let down after working hard on an assignment even though you earned a good grade on it? Have you ever felt that your work deserved more attention? By using one of the creative display ideas listed below, your work may finally get the attention it deserves. In addition, it may look so good that you'll want to give it as a gift to someone special and/or enter a picture of it into a creative display contest.
Directions: 
1. Get your teacher's approval for work you would like to display creatively.
2. Select one of the display ideas below.
3. Write a brief project plan.
A. Briefly describe the display you plan to make. You may deviate from it, but it is best to begin with a plan.

B. List the materials you will need, their approximate cost, and where you will get them.

C. List any resources (equipment, information or advice) you will need to complete the project. 


D. Make a timeline you will use for working on the project.
4. Create your display.
5. Display your masterpiece or wrap it as a gift. 
Creative Display Ideas
1. Tunnel Books
Tunnel books look like a series of cardboard sheets standing parallel to one another. The book is viewed from one end through openings which are cut in all but the last sheet. The viewer looks through the layers but also sees part of each one. This idea requires a short piece written or printed in large letters.

2. Stand up Books
These books are similar to the old fashioned stand up greeting cards which are regaining popularity. Stand up books might be easier to make than tunnel books. They also require a very short piece of writing. 


3. Pop up Books
Popup books use special techniques of folding and cutting pages so that opening them causes part of the page to move or poke out in an unexpected manner. Additional pieces of paper can be glued to the pages. Consider using the pop up or moveable parts to emphasize an idea. 

4. Accordion Books
Accordion books and expandable cards are fairly simple to make but require careful measurement to look neat. A long stiff paper is carefully folded in accordion style. The front and back pages are strengthened with cardboard and covered with fabric and/or decorated. A ribbon or string is wrapped around the entire book or fastened to both sides of each cover to tie the covers closed. 


5. Bound books
You can turn your work into a real book. To bind your book, use a simplified craft approach or the more complicated method used in libraries to preserve old treasures.


6. Displaying Work on Objects
Select an object related to the ideas in your writing to become a backdrop for your piece, or write directly on the object as seen in one of the photos in some new book structures.


7. Tee Shirts
Make a decal of your piece by typing it on the computer and printing it out on special decal paper which you can purchase at an office supply store. Be sure that you bring the model number and brand of the printer that you plan to use to the store when purchasing decal sheets. You may want to split the cost with other students. Directions for making the decal will be on the back of the box.


8. Tabbed Books
Index the topics in your book by cutting the pages so that they will be tabbed. Check atlases and encyclopedias in your library to see an example.


9. Three Dimensional and Activated Pages
Make active pages like those found at this site by cutting holes in the pages so that parts of the pages below are visible.


10. Miniature Books
Tiny books with pages measuring approximately 2 1/2" square may be bound using directions in #5. Be sure to check enlarged photos at the linked Web site which shows unusual ways books can be constructed.

11. Origami
Printouts of your writing could be glued to large, simple origami structures which reflect the theme of your piece. Your origami display may be made with paper or treated fabric.

12. Scrolls
Printouts of your writing in old fashioned fonts can be rubber cemented to long sheets of paper rolled on wooden dowels giving the appearance of ancient scrolls.


13. Banners and Large Posters
Satisify your urge to write graffiti by displaying your writing on long sheets of banner paper or butcher paper.


14. Mobiles
Display separate paragraphs of your piece relating the levels and/or motion of the mobile to concepts within the piece. The diagram for a Solar System Mobile (see below) may give you ideas for designing your mobile structure.


15. Collage
Glue your piece to a poster along with pictures and three dimensional objects that reflect your ideas. Be sure the backing is strong enough to support the objects you plan use.



BELOW FIND VISUAL SAMPLES we retrieved from the Internet(
Tunnel Books

Tunnel Books have cut-outs in the middle of concertina pages, allowing the reader to see through the book from one page to the next. 
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Colette Copeland
Roe vs. Wade, 1995
7" x 8". Photocopy and laser print. 
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Carol Barton
Everyday Road Signs, 1988
8 5/8" x 7 3/16" x 18" (extended), Silkscreen and offset. 

The road maps which serve as page borders chart a coast-to-coast trip across the United States, connecting places important in the artist's life. A Chinese proverb on the back cover reads, "To know the road ahead, ask those coming back."
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Carol Barton
Loom, 1990
7" x 5" x 9 1/4" (extended), Offset edition of 600. 

A "magic carpet" ride with five pages of oriental rug motifs bound by two photographic panoramas. Printed at Pyramid Atlantic Center for Paper, Prints and Books, Riverdale, MD.



New Book Structures

[image: image6.jpg]



Hedi Kyle
April Diary, 1976
Paper, binder's board, ink, watercolor. 

Among the most influential artists in the world of contemporary bookmaking, Hedi Kyle has developed new book structures and forms which have been adopted by publishers and printers of fine art books as well as by individual artists creating unique or multiple bookworks. 
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Barbara Bash
Many Voices, 1987
Calligraphy and Xerox on paper.
4 1/2" x 9" closed. Unique artist book. 

Many artists and publishers have created new content for structures created or inspired by Hedi Kyle's "April Diary" alternating concertina form. It allows the reader to see many images at once, and is particularly valuable for artists who create books for exhibitions, where the work will be in a vitrine inaccessible to the reader. 
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Edna Lazaron
Terrorism, 1985
45.8 cm x 17.8 cm diameter

Two scrolls of collaged mixed media mounted on unbleached muslin in ceramic container with nails and cork top and miniature cap pistol. Edition of 6. 
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Carol Barton
Tunnel Map, 1988
7 1/2" diameter x 10" (extended), Silkscreen edition of 150. 

Seven circular pages plus front and back covers show alternating maps of Eastern and Western hemispheres.Inside each page is a small landscape image of a different global geography. Produced at the Women's Studio Workshop, Rosendale, NY.
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Harvest Moon
Roberta Lavadour
1998
7" x 8 1/2" x 10" (extended)
Mixed media with handmade paper

The Active Page

Artists like Carol Barton and A.G. Smith use paper engineering to achieve three dimenional and activated pages. For over a century children's books have used these techniques. Another form you can lookat, which uses holes in the pages to create a deep space of multiple planes, is the tunnel book. 
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John Eric Broaddus
Spin 1/2 2, 1987
13.25" x 9.5" x .5"
Paper, acrylic, ink, tempera.

By cutting holes in the page, the artist creates a multidimensional experience for the reader, as each image is a combination of several layers and changes as the page is turned. 




Carol Barton
Instructions for Assembly, Nexus Press, 1993
12" x 8" 
Offset book with three sections of overlying pop-ups, bound on tyvek tabs. 

Turn the pages of Instructions for Assembly and three pop-up projectes are constructed. A playful look at how-to manuals, the book combines text, images and overlying pop-ups in a visual assembly process. 




Carol Barton
Small Gardens, 1989
7 1/8" x 5 1/8"
Gouache, acrylic, colored pencil. Carousel format.

A "carousel" or "star" book of five small garden views each composed of four layers of accordion-fold pages. 
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