NEWS: France bans Facebook and Twitter promotion on TV 


France has decreed that TV and radio stations cannot promote Facebook or Twitter sites as it breaches a 1992 decree targeting secret advertising. Some bloggers argue the move shows that France is out of touch with the digital age. 

 

AP - No plugging of Twitter accounts or Facebook pages on French broadcast airwaves.

France’s audiovisual authority says that TV and radio stations that promote their sites on the two gargantuan social media services on air are actually engaging in secret and unfair advertising.

Some French bloggers, bemoaning that their country seems out of touch with the Digital Age, pilloried what it considered an antiquated stance.

On May 27, the Superior Audiovisual Council, or CSA, said that broadcasters could legally point viewers or listeners to their sites on generic “social media” but they may not cite services like Facebook or Twitter by name.

[image: image1.png]Ehe New JJork Times



Principio del formulario

Final del formulario

Room for Debate: A Running Commentary on the News
Facebook and the French Resistance 

Why have regulators in France cracked down on references to 'Facebook' and 'Twitter'? Do we secretly love them for it? 

I'm Moving to France

Updated June 6, 2011, 10:06 PM

Nicholas Carr writes about technology and culture. He is the author, most recently, of "The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains."
So in France you will no longer hear, at the end of every TV and radio show, a groveling plea to “like us on Facebook” or “follow us on Twitter.” To many Americans, that restriction seems ridiculous. To me, it sounds like a darn good reason to move to France. 

I am sick to death of corporations begging me to 'like' them or, worse yet, 'follow' them. 

I found — on the Internet, naturally — the original text of the French government’s decree banning broadcasters from mentioning their Facebook and Twitter accounts. But my high school French classes must have been light on bureaucratese, because I couldn’t make head or tail of it. Judging from the outraged reports on a bunch of blogs, though, it seems that the ban has something to do with restrictions France places on free advertising in the news media. 

Putting constraints on advertising seems horribly un-American, I confess. But I’m a utilitarian. I don’t care about the rationale for the ban. What interests me is its effect. And its effect, frankly, is glorious. I am sick to death of corporations begging me to “like” them or, worse yet, “follow” them. The whole phenomenon is creepy, in a smiley-face sort of way. The underlying assumption seems to be that our critical faculties have reverted to the toddler stage. Me like! Me follow! I fear that the assumption may be valid, or at least self-fulfilling, but I would prefer not to be reminded of it four dozen times a day. 

France, I salute you. Your government may be filled with meddlesome fussbudgets, but they got it right in this case. In fact, I think somebody should set up a Facebook fan page for the ban. I want to click its "Like" button. 

Join Room for Debate on Facebook and follow updates on twitter.com/roomfordebate. 
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Mr. Carr is right on the mark. Facebook and Twitter are Walmart of information. Sadly all three are the product of American mass commercialism. They are convenient and even fun, but tend to try to live your life for you. We need to learn from French in this case.
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Hopefully the NYT followers read the brilliant article by Jonathan Franzen in the NYT OP ED last week. It says quite a bit about Facebook and Twitter. The Me generation, it's all about me, let me tell you what I am thinking, doing, what I like, where I have been. Do we care? I guess that is the question. He speaks about "consumerism" and it is very good food for thought................What do we really care about and want? Can we separate that from what we are told to care about and want? It is the challenge of our times.
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Me too - I wish I could move to France. They actually sit in cafes and talk TO EACH OTHER for hours! No checking their crackberries....they actually have conversations! 

What do you think?

