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 Ciao and welcome to Italy (Italia in Italian)!  Italy is a country in southern Europe. It is known as "Bel Paese" or beautiful country. Italy is famous for beautiful paintings, sculptures, historic buildings, and delicious foods. We have a short story for you to help you learn more about Italy.

Italy for Kids or Young Teens (link this with a website found  at At the Computer Section)
•
1.- Read about Italy

•
2.- Take the quiz  

•
3.- Eating in Italy

•
4.- Some Fun Things to Do 

1.- Read this:

Italy (Italia in Italian) is located in southern Europe. In red on the map below, it sticks out into the Mediterranean Sea like a boot. The island of Sicily is part of Italy. It  is the piece that looks like a football at the toe of the boot. Sardinia, also part of Italy, is the island north of Sicily. The small island of Elba is not shown on the map but it is also part of Italy.
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It takes about eight hours to fly from New York to Rome. If you leave New York at 9:00 at night you arrive in Rome at about 11:00 the next morning. That is because of the different time zones you fly through.
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Italy is surrounded by France, Switzerland, and Austria to the north. Slovenia and the Adriatic Sea are to the east and the Ionian Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and Africa are to the south. To the far west of Italy is Spain.
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Rome, the Eternal City, is the capital of Italy and its largest city. Rome was the capital of the ancient world. The Roman Empire extended from England, to Germany, all the way to Turkey and Iraq, and included the northern coast of Africa. Romans spoke Latin. Legend has it that the city of Rome was founded in 753 BC on one the city's seven hills. Today, about 2,656,000 people live in Rome.
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Italy is a beautiful country. The Alps are located in northern Italy, providing opportunity for winter sports. The Apennine Mountains run the length of the country and provide fertile farmland. The cities of Italy are popular vacation spots for travelers from all over the world. 
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Italy is about 116,000 square miles in size. It is a little bigger than Arizona and a little smaller than New Mexico. About 58 million people live in Italy. Italy's climate varies depending on where you are. The northern areas are cold in the winter and hot in the summer. Snow can begin in the Alps as early as the middle of September. As you travel south, the temperature becomes more mild. The warm winds of the Mediterranean provide spectacular weather. In the summer, winds from Africa can cause extremely hot temperatures in the areas south of Rome.
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Italy is a democratic republic. The judicial branch included the courts. There are two legislative houses, the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. They are both elected to five year terms. The president is elected by the two legislative houses for a seven year term. The president names his cabinet officers. Today, Italy's President is Carlo Azeglio Ciampi. 
Italy's largest cities are Rome, Milan, Naples, Turin, and Palermo. Florence, Genoa, and Bologna are other important cities.
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There is a famous saying, "All roads lead to Rome." In ancient times that was true. Rome is Italy's capital and its largest city. Over 2,500,000 people live there. Rome is known as "the eternal city." It is filled with some of the world's most famous buildings like the Colosseum and Trevi Fountain. If you throw a coin over your left shoulder while you have your back to the fountain, it is supposed to bring you good luck and a quick return to Rome.
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Rome is also home to St. Peter's Basilica and Vatican City. The Pope lives here. He is the head of the Roman Catholic Church. Vatican City is not part of Italy, it is an independent country only .17 square miles in size. About 1,000 people live in Vatican City.
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The national sport of Italy is soccer (il calcio in Italian). Italy has won three World Cup Championships and been to the Championship finals at least ten times. In 1990, Italy was host to the World Cup Championships. 
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Half of Italy's usable land is used for farming. In the south, olive trees grow on the mountainsides. Olive oil is a very important ingredient in Italian cooking. The figs in Italy are wonderful!
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Italian cheeses like parmesan and mozzarella are also popular around the world. Other important crops are wheat, citrus fruits, and tomatoes. 
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Italy is certainly one of the most beautiful places in the world. From the Leaning Tower of Pisa to the canals of Venice, Italy is truly breathtaking. 
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2.- Take a Quiz      
WORKSHEET Quiz
Italy is located in southern ____________ .

1. It takes about _____ hours to get to fly to from Rome, Italy to New York, New York.

2. Name one country that touches Italy. __________

3. What is the capital of Italy? __________

4. Name one of Italy's two mountain ranges.

5. Italy is a little bigger than what state in the United States? _______________

6. In the famous saying: "All roads lead to __________."

7. The most important seaport in Italy is __________.

8. The largest island in the Mediterranean is __________.

10.__________ is Italy's national sport.

3.-  If you visit Italy you must try.....
  Spinach ravioli 
served with lasagna
and a side order of cheese
Gelato-it is so incredibly delicious!
Pizza- so many different kinds
and very thin crust
Spinach risotto
Tortellini in a soup broth
Ravioli in vodka sauce 
stuffed with spinach and ricotta cheese
Gnocchi served with sauce or butter
(for the little ones)
Espresso is like coffee but a little stronger
it is served in a miniature cup and is yummy! 
Meat tortellini served with alfredo sauce 
and grilled perciutto ( which is like ham)
Muscles marinera- Muscles cooked with an awesome tomato sauce and served as a yummy appetizer!
Homemade pound cake with no icing and nothing special however it is an Italian treat you are sure to at least like!
Penne alla vodka- My favorite type of pasta ( my mom makes it very well but my aunt in Italy makes it better!)
Zeppeli - fried dough with sugar
All these foods are delicious 
but don't eat all of them at once!
What makes their pasta great is their sauce is very light plus their tomatoes are ripe and fresh.
Zucchini fries/chips - fried zucchini with some fried bread crumbs. It is very delicious! 
Calamari - Squids mantle cut into rings and fried with bread crumbs.
Popcorn - make sure you stop by a popcorn machine on your way!
Stuffed shells - stuffed with delicious ricotta cheese and pasta shaped as shells.
Which of them have you eaten?
4.-  For Fun
Italy Word Search
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	ALPS
	APENNINES
	EUROPE

	FLORENCE
	GRAPES
	ITALY

	LEONARDODAVINCI
	MEDITERRANEAN
	MILAN

	NAPLES
	OLIVES
	ORANGES

	ROME
	SICILY
	SOCCER

	TURIN
	VATICANCITY
	VENICE

	VESUVIUS
	WINE
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