12.-Halloween  Decorations
Halloween Arts and Crafts Activity:
Wicked Welcome


A welcoming witch for your door.

Scare away the goblins on trick-or-treat night by hanging this bewitching Halloween decoration on your front door.

Level: Moderately difficult

Time involved: Two to three hours

Materials:
· Wire coat hanger 

· Wire cutters 

· Decorative straw broom 

· Black and tan paper ribbon (5 cm width) 

· Scissors 

· White glue 

· One 10 cm round Styrofoam ball 

· Three  5 cm oval Styrofoam balls (egg size) 

· Low-heat glue gun 

· Plastic eyes 

· Spanish moss 

· 1 m  of decorative Halloween ribbon 

· Black foam sheet 

· Miniature plastic or real pumpkin or gourd

Holiday Hints

If you can't find black and tan paper ribbon to make your witch, you could substitute black and tan tissue paper, crepe paper, or streamers for the ribbon. If using tissue or crepe paper, cut it into  7 cm-wide strips. You also might want to experiment with using different colours for the face, such as green or gray.

1. Open up the coat hanger and cut off the hooked end. Wrap the middle of the wire around the upper one third of the broom handle to form the arms. 

2. Cut two pieces of black paper ribbon to 90 cm lengths. Make the ends of these lengths of ribbon jagged to form fingers. Wrap the middle of the ribbon around the middle of the wire and extend the ribbon down the wire arms, covering the front and back of each piece of wire. Run a line of glue down each side of the paper ribbon to keep the two pieces of ribbon together with the wire arms in between the ribbon. 

3. Cut two more pieces of black paper ribbon 90 cm  long. Wrap the middle of these ribbons around the intersection of the arms and broomstick. Bring two of the ends of ribbon down the front to form a skirt on top of the straw of the broom. Wrap the other two ends around the middle of the broomstick to form the bodice, and glue them in place (see illustration). 

4. Using the white glue, cover the round Styrofoam ball and the three oval balls with tan paper ribbon, smoothing the ribbon with your fingers as you go along. Some wrinkles will form on the surfaces, which are a desired effect. Using a glue gun, glue one oval onto the center of the ball to form a nose, and two ovals onto the bottom center of the ball to form a chin. Glue the plastic eyes onto the ball. 

5. Glue Spanish moss onto the top of the head to form hair. Make a bow out of the ribbon, and glue it onto the witch's neck.

6. Make a witch's hat out of the black foam sheet by cutting a circle out of the foam that is 15 cms in diameter. Then cut a second circle out of the middle of this circle that is 10 cm  in diameter. This will form the rim of the hat. Make a 30  x 22  x 22 cm triangle out of black foam sheet and form it into a cone, making the point of the hat along the longer length of the triangle. Using a low-heat glue gun or foam glue, glue the cone together and trim the ends to form the top of the hat. Glue the cone onto the foam rim to form a witch's hat. Glue the hat onto the head of the witch. 

7. Insert the ends of the wire hands into the sides of a small pumpkin, or glue a small plastic pumpkin onto each end of the wire to bring the arms together holding 

Ghastly Ghost Halloween Decoration  [image: image1.jpg]



Holiday Hints

You can make a ghost stuffed with candy to serve at a Halloween party. Place wrapped candies in the ghost along with light newspaper stuffing. Substitute the white tissue paper glued onto the outside with newspaper strips. Allow this to dry and paint the ghost with white craft paint. Use a marker or black paint to make eyes and a mouth on your ghost. Hang the ghost from a rafter or beam in your home or a tree in your backyard, and allow blindfolded guests to take turns hitting it with a plastic bat to break it open and let the candies loose.

This ghost is environmentally friendly because it enables you to recycle your old newspapers into a Halloween decoration. Stand him up near your front door or hang him from a tree for a haunting effect.

Level: Moderately easy

Time involved: Two to three hours, plus overnight to dry

Materials:
· Newspapers 

· Black marker 

· Scissors 

· Stapler and staples 

· Disposable bowl or cup 

· White glue 

· Water 

· Thick paintbrush 

· Pack of white tissue paper 

· White and black craft paints 

· Sharp scissors (optional) 

· String (optional)

1. Cover your work area with newspapers. On a flat surface, lay out six single pages of newspaper. Using a magic marker, draw an outline of a ghost on the newspapers. The head should be rounded and the bottom should be raggedy. Cut out the ghost outline. You should have six newspaper ghost shapes.

2. Using a stapler, staple the six newspaper ghosts together leaving about a 15 cm  opening on one side. Crumple up other newspapers and stuff the ghost with these papers between the third and fourth layer of the newspaper ghost. (You should have three layers of newspaper ghosts on either side of the stuffing.) Be sure to stuff small pieces of newspaper in the raggedy edges at the bottom. Staple shut the  15 cm opening.

3. Mix about 1 cup white glue in a bowl with 1/4 cup water. Rip up white tissue paper into strips. Paint an area of the newspaper ghost with the glue mixture and smooth on a piece of tissue paper. Repeat this process until several layers of tissue paper cover the newsprint. Allow this side to dry. Repeat this process on the other side until the entire newspaper ghost is covered with tissue paper and no newsprint can be seen through the tissue paper. Be sure to mold some of the tissue paper around the edges to cover up the staples. Allow this to dry for several hours. 

4. Paint one side of the ghost white and allow this to dry. Paint the other side white and allow it to dry. Make eyes and a mouth on the front of the ghost using black craft paint. Allow your ghost to dry overnight.

5. If desired, poke a hole in the top of the ghost with a pair of sharp scissors. (Parents should do this step.) Thread the string through the hole and hang your ghost from a tree branch. 

Halloween Block Messages

These block messages will look perfect in a window or on a shelf decorated for Halloween. Make several sets to give to your friends and family for a Halloween treat.

Present Pointers

You might want to present your Halloween message blocks in a cardboard box painted orange and stamped with Halloween stamps. The box can be reused on Halloween night to hold candy treats. Consider making a trick-or-treat bag and placing the blocks inside as a gift for a family with kids.

Time frame: Two to three hours plus overnight to dry

Level: Easy

What you need:
· Newspapers 

· 18 unfinished miniature wooden blocks (Approximately  2,50 cm blocks work well.) 

· Orange spray paint 

· Black craft paint 

· Fine-tipped paintbrush 

· Clear acrylic finish spray

1. Cover a work area in the garage or outside with newspapers. Place the blocks on the newspapers and spray paint orange the three sides that are showing. Allow this to dry. Turn the blocks over and spray paint the remaining side. Allow it to dry. 

2. Using the black paint and a fine-tipped paintbrush, paint the letters spelling “Happy Halloween” and “Boo!” – one letter on each block. Allow this to dry. 

3. Spray the blocks with clear acrylic finish and allow them to dry overnight. 

