Special Section TREES  
Crafts

1.-Plant a Tree for Me T-Shirt




Teach kids the importance of our natural resources and make a fun wearable t-shirt at the same time. As a society we continue to learn about the significance of planting trees, including the air that they provide and the homes they offer to animals. 

What you'll need:

· White t-shirt 

· Fabric paint: brown, pink, yellow and 4-5 shades of green 

· Small leaf foam stamp 

· Medium paintbrush 

· Small paintbrush 

· Alphabet foam stamps 

· Squeezable silver glitter 3D fabric paint 

· Cardboard

How to make it:

1. Insert cardboard into t-shirt and place on a flat surface. 

2. Position letters on t-shirt (spelling out “Plant a Tree for Me”) before adding paint to make sure you have them where you want them. 

3. One at a time, paint alphabet stamps liberally with dark green paint and gently yet firmly press onto t-shirt. Lift straight up in the air to remove. 

4. Use a paintbrush to paint the trunk of the tree onto the t-shirt. 

5. Use different shades of green paint to add leaves all over the top of the tree. 

6. Use the small paintbrush to add two baby trees, one on each side of the large tree. Use the same paintbrush with green paint to add a few leaves to each baby tree. 

7. Use the handle end of the medium paintbrush to dot on pink flowers with yellow centers. 

8. Use the small paintbrush to add stems of the flowers and grass. 

9. Carefully outline the letters with squeezable 3D paint. 

10. T-shirt should be allowed to dry for 24 hours.

Tips:

· If you don’t have a leaf shaped stamp, use an old household sponge and cut into a simple leaf shape. 

· If you don’t have fabric paints you can use acrylic craft paint mixed with textile medium. Find textile medium at your local craft supply store and follow the instructions on the bottle. 

· Make this t-shirt and then have your child wear it and help them plant a small tree in your yard.

2.-Cotton Tree
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This easy-to-make Cotton Ball Tree craft for kids is a fun way to recycle items around the house. It's also great way to celebrate Earth Day. 

What you'll need:

· Plastic water bottle 

· 1 sheet brown felt 

· 1 green skinny chenille stem 

· 3 small foam flower stickers 

· 2 small blue pom poms 

· Scrap of goldenrod-colored felt 

· ½ bag of cotton balls 

· Green dust-free powdered tempera paint 

· Gallon size zipper plastic bag 

· 1 sheet of green construction paper 

· Stapler 

· Scissors 

· Pebbles, coins, sand, or something else to weigh down bottle 

· Sandwich size zipper plastic bag 

· White craft glue 

· Hot glue gun (optional)

How to make it:

1. Cut the top off of the plastic water bottle. Recycle the top or save it for another project. 

2. Wrap the plastic bottle in brown felt. Glue the felt to the bottle and tuck excess inside the top of the bottle. Leave bottom of bottle open as it will stand better that way. 

3. Fill zipper sandwich bag halfway with something heavy that you don’t need, such as pebbles, sand, or pennies. Close zipper and place inside water bottle. 

4. Roll up construction paper into a cone shape and staple to hold together. Fold down the larger open end to create a solid top, staple to keep closed. [image: image2.jpg]


 

5. Place skinny end of cone into water bottle opening and glue in place. 

6. Place a small amount of green powder paint into the gallon zipper bag, about 1 tablespoon. 

7. Add cotton balls to the zipper bag and close. Shake until the cotton balls are covered with the green powder paint. 

8. Glue green cotton balls to the construction paper form until completely covered. 

9. Stick the foam flowers stickers to the “trunk” of the tree and cut pieces of green chenille for the stems and leaves. Glue chenille pieces in place. 

10. Cut small squares from the goldenrod felt. Parents, using a hot glue gun, place a dot of glue in the center of the square and gently hold halfway closed to create the beak (until glue dries). Glue beaks to blue pom poms. 

11. Glue the pom poms to the cotton balls to make it look like baby birds looking for food.

Tips:

· You may want to shake some excess green powder from the tree by gently tapping over a garbage can. 

· Use any tubular item for the trunk that you have lying around. Something like potato chip canister works too! 

· The flowers and pom poms are smaller embellishments and steps that can be eliminated in the interest of time or if children are smaller.

3.-Pinecone Feeder
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Summer or winter, this natural pinecone bird feeder is a decorative and simple craft for kids. Make a few and hang them from your trees outside as homemade outdoor ornaments. 
What you'll need:

· Pine cone 

· Paper plate 

· Butter knife 

· Smooth peanut butter – dulce de leche – miel 
· Birdseed 

· Ribbon or yarn 

· Scissors 

How to make it:

1. Cut a long length of yarn or ribbon to hang the bird feeder. 

2. Tie the ribbon in a knot around the pine cone near the top (about 3 sections down). 

3. Tie a knot in the end of the ribbon. 

4. Use the knife to get a large clump of peanut butter dulce de leche – miel  on the paper plate. 

5. Use the knife to spread peanut butter inside the pine cone and around the edges. 

6. Sprinkle the birdseed over the pine cone. 

7. Roll the pine cone in the birdseed that is on the plate. 

8. Hang the bird feeder on the tree. 

9. Enjoy watching the birds eat their treat! 

4.-Leaf Prints
Green Summer leaves can create wonderful chalk or paint art. Kids can use these natural patterns to make craft pictures or nature stationery. read more
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 What you'll need:

 Paper
Chalk
Paint
Green Leaves 

How to make it:

Green Summer leaves can create wonderful chalk or paint art. Kids can use these natural patterns to make pictures or nature stationery. 

For a painted picture, use several pieces of paper and several different leaves. Lightly press the leaf into a paper covered in paint, then lightly press it again onto a blank sheet. The "leaf stamps" turn into a work of art. 

Another great way to preserve the pattern is with a chalk rubbing. To achieve this artistic effect, spread a piece of newspaper on a flat surface, then sandwich a leaf between the newspaper and a sheet of white paper. With colored chalk, rub lightly over the leaf and see the pattern appear in chalk. 

Make an outline of your favorite leaf. Hold a leaf on a blank paper, and working from the inside out, use the side of a piece of chalk to color the leaf and the paper over the edge. After rubbing chalk across the leaf and paper all the way around, remove the leaf, and see the outline. 

The seasons are changing and leaves are falling. Celebrate this colorful time of year with your own painted masterpiece! All you need to put this fun project together are some leaves, construction paper and paint.
5.Leaf Stamps
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All you need to put this fun project together are some leaves, construction paper and paint. 

What you'll need:

· 3 leaves that have not yet fallen 

· Heavy, thick book 

· Construction paper 

· Hot glue 

· Paint brush 

· Acrylic paint in yellow, tan and red 

· White paper or construction paper 

How to make it:

1. The best leaves for this project are still attached to the tree. Find leaves that are turning colors but aren’t completely dried out. You need one leaf for each color you will paint. 

2. Press the leaves in the pages of a heavy book. Leave overnight. 

3. Remove leaves from the book. Look at the underside of the leaf. Brush off any debris, pollen or dust that may have gathered there. 

4. Fold a piece of construction paper in half. 

5. Hot glue the front side of the leaf to the construction paper so that the underside is facing up. The underside has the veins and lines of the leaf, the front side is smooth. 

6. Using a paint brush, paint the underside of the leaf with a generous amount of paint. Be careful to paint only the leaf and not the construction paper it is glued to. 

7. Using the leaf as a stamp, press it down carefully onto the white paper. Hold it in place and gently rub the construction paper so that all areas hit the white paper. 

8. Carefully remove the stamp and repeat this process with your other leaves and colors. 

9. Allow to dry completely. 

Tips:

· Try this project with an assortment of different leaf shapes and a variety of colors. A great way to decorate your own wrapping paper or paper bags for a Fall party! 

· Be sure you gather leaves that still have some life in them. Try gently bending the leaf. If it breaks easily, it’s too brittle for this project. 

· If you plan this as a class project, either do it in steps or prepare ahead of time. To do it in steps, have children gather leaves and press them in books the first day, prepare their stamps the next, and finally paint on the last day. To prepare ahead of time, have children gather leaves, then have parent volunteers prepare the pressed leaves so that all the class has to do is paint. 

6.-Pine Cone Wreath
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Keep young crafters busy making a rustic pineccone wreath. This attractive decoration is good for Christmas, and makes a great nature craft for Earth Day. 

What you'll need:

· Grapevine wreath 

· Pine cones 

· Hot glue gun 

· Wired edged ribbon 

How to make it:

1. Hot glue the pine cones two to three wide across the grapevine wreath, depending on the size of the wreath and your preferences. Be sure to put plenty of glue on the bottom of the pine cone to give it enough stability. 

2. Let the wreath sit and dry for awhile. 

3. Add the wired edged ribbon in and around the wreath. Tie a piece in a bow and add to the wreath by either tying on or hot gluing it on the wreath. 

4. Be sure to hang with a heavy duty hanger as this wreath will be heavy! 

Tips:

· The pine cones could be spray painted prior to gluing. 

· Orange and black pine cones with added trinkets or ribbon would make a great Halloween wreath. 

· Silver and gold pine cones with added trinkets or holiday ribbon would be perfect for a Christmas or winter wreath. 

· This project will take a lot of glue sticks. As a note, it's best to work with clear glue sticks so that the glue does not show. Use a heavy duty glue if possible. 

